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CHAPTER 61

ADDING AN APPOSITIVE TO A SENTENCE

An appositive is a noun (along with its modifiers) that is generally placed right after another noun and refers to the
same person or thing. The appositive is underlined in this sentence.

Mr. Johnson, our football coach, will deliver the luncheon speech.
appositive

The noun coach refers to the same person as the noun M?r. Johnson, but it adds information about the person. Whereas
M. Johnson tells readers the person’s name, our football coach indicates his profession and his relationship to the writer.
This example illustrates that an appositive generally consists of a noun and its modifiers. For example, the phrase
our football coach consists of the noun coach and the modifiers our and foozball. Thus, it is more accurate to say that
an appositive is a noun phrase rather than a noun. It is easy to add an appositive to a sentence. Consider these two
sentences.

My English teacher helped me learn to write well.
My English teacher is an experienced and patient educator.

Note that the second sentence contains two nouns referring to the same person.

My English reacher is an experienced and patient educator.
Ve N

noun noun
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One of the nouns (teacher) also appears in the first sentence. The second noun (educator) and its modifiers can be added
to the first sentence as an appositive. Everything after the verb is in the second sentence is used as the appositive.

My English teacher is an experienced and patient educator.

The appositive is inserted into the first sentence right after feacher and enclosed in commas.

My English teacher, an experienced and patient educator, helped me learn to write well.
7 LN

comma comma

Try this sample exercise.

SAMPLE EXERCISE

Instructions: Add the information from the second sentence to the first sentence as an appositive.

Hints: 1. Use everything after 75 in the second sentence as the appositive.
2. The noun that the appositive refers to is at the end of the first sentence (Mr. Romero).

My father is talking to Mr. Romero.
Mr. Romero is my high school principal.

Answer:

Answer Explanation: The second sentence presents a noun phrase that refers to Mr. Romero. The noun phrase is
everything after the verb is.

Mr. Romero is my high school principal.

This noun phrase can be placed in the first sentence right after Mr. Romero. Since the appositive occurs at the end of
the sentence, only one comma is needed.

My father is talking to Mr. Romero, my high school principal.
7

comma

EXERCISES

Instructions: In each exercise, add the information from the second sentence to the first sentence as an appositive.

1. Mr. Perkins was a pilot in the Air Force.
Mr. Perkins is my math teacher.

2. Paul’s most treasured possession seldom starts on cold mornings.
The possession is a customized hot rod.

3. Ms. Carolyn Simmons will try to help settle the dispute between the union and the company.
Ms. Carolyn Simmons is an independent labor mediator.
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